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Dear Editor,

Providing easier and more flexible learning, develop-
ment of the World Wide Web has opened a new horizon in
education, which could overcome the limitations of tradi-
tional methods of teaching; consequently, development
of technology created the possibility of every hour and
everywhere education based on the needs of learners (1).
In other words, learning should be available all the time,
with ability to stay home, and according to everybody’s
needs to learn (2). Advantages of electronic-learning can
be cited as: not entail an expert to supply the program;
removal of physical, socio-economic and environmental
limitations whilst potentially engaging large numbers of
individuals; save time and reduction in costs (3). In high-
risk behavior prevention, web-based intervention, also,
could be a convenient solution for all fears of stigmatiza-
tion or shame about that behavior (4). While full ambigu-
ity may not almost be accomplished (for example, users
may require a login and password to access the program),
several users find it easier to reveal information concern-
ing themselves through a computer, with absence of face-
to-face interview and decrease of social desirability and
pressure for a user to respond in a particular way (3). How-
ever, it should be mentioned that web-based education
include some limitations and demerits, such as learners
low level of knowledge on computers, lack of equipment
and infrastructure, technology limitations and no access
to the internet, problems with the internet bandwidth,
and also problems with learner assessment (5). Though,
considering huge number of merits mentioned on that,
it seems to be efficient to plan preventive interventions
for risky behaviors (6-11). For example, Lockyer et al. in

their study on e-learning indicated that web-based educa-
tion for HIV prevention is more effective compared with
face-to-face classroom education (6). Presented advantag-
es of web-based programs, today, has caused a convenient
method to access information, and prevent interventions
in the risky behaviors such as drug abuse; that could be
cost effective (7, 8). Furthermore, Gagnon et al. (9) men-
tioned that the safe injection program among injection
drug users, was effective to avoid diseases, such as ADIS
and hepatitis Bamong the group in risk; they, also, devel-
oped a web-based education program to enhance safe in-
jection (using a new syringe each time injecting) among
Canadian addicts; their results showed that experiment
group used significantly fewer contaminated syringes in
comparison with control group at the end of the inter-
vention. Moreover, Miranda et al. (10) reported the effi-
ciency of web-based education interventions on safe sex
behaviors. Efficiency of electronic-health interventions
in preventive programs on alcohol consumption among
college students has been reported accordingly, and it
has been considered as an effective approach to plan
preventive interventions to risk behavior (11). College
students, especially in primary years entering university,
are considered as one of the at risk groups of drug abuse
for variety of reasons, such as entering a new stage of life,
separation from the family, and peer norm; it results in
serious problems such as health consequence, academic
failure, and social difficulties (12). Considering the useful-
ness of web-based training, designing and implement-
ing electronic-intervention for drug abuse prevention
among college students is recommended.
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